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Guidance on ALM27 Session Proposal Submission  

Introduction 
The ALM Conference brings together researchers and practitioners in adult mathematics/numeracy 
teaching and learning in order to promote the learning of mathematics by adults. We welcome 
proposals for sessions of various types as we wish to provide opportunities for practitioners as well 
as researchers to share their experiences of teaching and learning mathematics with adults. 
Proposals for sessions that weave in our conference theme of “Embracing Diversity and Inclusion: 
Adults learning mathematics in a changing world” are especially welcome. Below, we outline the 
submission process, session categories, and guidelines on expectations for format and content. 

Submission of Session Proposals for ALM27 
Proposals for ALM27 conference sessions are due by March 20th, 2020. Proposals will be submitted 
via the ALM27 Online Session Proposal Form, which will be made available under ‘Session Proposals’ 
on the conference webpage http://alm-online.net/alm27-conference/ after January 24th, 2020. In 
this form, you will be asked to include: 

• a title (maximum 30 words),  
• a session category (choose from options p. 2), 
• a brief description (80-150 words), 
• a session summary (200-800 words, depending on category), 
• optional supporting information (max. 300 words), 
• and a Creative Commons License.  

When completing the online form, you will be asked to upload your session summary with title in a 
Microsoft Word document, formatted according to the ALM27 Session Summary Template. This 
template is available for download via this link: http://tiny.cc/ALM27Template. 

The session category will indicate to reviewers which of the categories (described on pg. 2) you are 
submitting to. The title and brief description will appear in the conference schedule and programme 
for the purpose of helping delegates make choices of which contributions to attend. The session 
summary will give a more detailed account of the content being presented and will be included in 
the conference proceedings published after the conference. It should provide adequate background 
information, rationale, and referencing as it will be published in the proceedings; please review 
session category descriptions on pg. 2 for more details. The optional supporting information will only 
be viewed by reviewers, and may include information on how your session proposal supports the 
conference theme and how you plan on engaging attendees. It may be less formal in tone. We also 
ask for a signed and scanned copy of the Creative Commons License agreement (found at 
http://www.alm-online.net/alm-publications/) for reproduction purposes.   

When composing your session summary, please consider the following: 
• Review the session proposal categories described on pg. 2 for content expectations. 
• Use the ALM27 Session Summary Template linked above., keeping it in .doc and using styles.  
• Include an informative title, author names, institutional affiliations, and email addresses. 
• Use American Psychological Association (APA 6th edition) style for referencing – see 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ or http://apastyle.apa.org/ 
• Include cited literature in the reference list. Please do not use footnotes or endnotes. 
• Be sure to check for grammar, spelling, clarity, and rhetoric.  
• If your paper involves research, you may consider the following format: Introduction, 

Methodology, Key Findings, Implications of Findings or Relevance of the Findings to the Field, 
Recommendations for Future Research, Conclusion. Discuss how the research is relevant to 
other countries or contexts and what the implications of it are, to improve its usability. 

http://alm-online.net/alm27-conference/
http://tiny.cc/ALM27Template
http://www.alm-online.net/alm-publications/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
http://apastyle.apa.org/
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Session Proposal Submission Categories 
Delegates may choose to submit session proposals in any of the following categories:  

Category A – Research Report (400-800 words) 
Research (or research-in-progress) reports present integrative reviews or original reports of 
substantive new work: theoretical, empirical, and/or in the design, development and/or deployment 
of novel concepts. Quality reports include appropriate rationale, background literature, analytical or 
theoretical depth, and meaningful conclusions, with APA style referencing. 
Category B – Experience Report (500-800 words) 

Experience reports are opportunities to discuss how ideas that sound good on paper (and at 
conferences!) work in education of adult learners. Many attendees want to learn from teachers’ 
projects or classroom experiences. Experience reports are not research papers; their goal is to 
present experience and reflections on a specific case or classroom experiences. Strong experience 
reports discuss benefits and drawbacks of the approaches used and clearly call out lessons learned. 
Category C – Workshop (400-800 words) 
Workshops provide an opportunity for researchers and practitioners to discuss and learn about 
topics within the field of adults learning mathematics/numeracy and adult mathematics education.  
Workshops are intended to be hands-on and/or participatory. They might concern the development 
of a skill, or discussion and collaboration on the topic covered in the workshop. Proposers are free to 
decide how to structure and design the workshop. Indication of what will be done in the workshop 
should be evident in a workshop proposal.  
Category D – Poster (200-500 words) 
A poster is a visual representation (text, images, photos, objects) that describes projects, late-
breaking or otherwise novel and interesting results to the field of adults learning 
mathematics/numeracy and adult mathematics education. The goal is to give novel but not 
necessarily mature work a chance to be seen by other researchers and practitioners and to be 
discussed at the conference. The poster description is put into the conference papers. At the 
conference, all poster presenters are given a large pin board or equivalent presentation opportunity 
to put up material describing their work. A dedicated time slot, the poster session, is reserved for all 
poster presenters to be available at their pin board and discuss their work with interested parties. 

Timeline 
The online submission form for session proposals will be open on the ALM27 Conference Website by 
Friday, January 24th, 2020. After completing the submission form and uploading your documents, 
you will receive a confirmation email within 5-10 business days. If you do not receive a confirmation 
email in that timeframe, please send an enquiry to judy.larsen@ufv.ca.  

After Friday March 20th, 2020, submissions will be lightly reviewed by the Programme Committee. 
The committee will most likely be in contact with you with questions throughout the process, until 
the session summary is considered to have met best industry standards for publications of this type. 
You should expect to be in communication with the committee and make every effort to answer 
their questions with clear details. The programme committee has a final say in accepting your 
contribution or not.  

Final notification of accepted sessions will be given by Friday, May 15th, 2020.  

Titles, brief descriptions, and summaries for accepted sessions (after necessary amendments) will be 
available for all participants at the conference and on the ALM website prior the conference.  

Authors will have time after the conference (until Friday, September 3rd, 2020) to amend or extend 
accepted session summaries up to a maximum of 2000 words, to update them according to 
discussion that transpired during their session at the conference. After this date, accepted and 
presented summaries or their amended or extended versions will be included in the ALM27 
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Conference Proceedings. Accepted session summaries for sessions presented at ALM27 will be used 
by default in the ALM27 Conference Proceedings, however we highly encourage contributors to 
amend or extend their session summaries. After, Friday, September 3rd, 2020 all summaries will be 
lightly reviewed prior to inclusion in the ALM27 Conference Proceedings, which will be published 
online and will reach a much wider audience than the conference itself.  

ALM encourages those who wish to write a peer-reviewed paper after the conference to make a 
submission to ALM international Journal. Such submissions which will need to include content to the 
academic standard required. See http://alm-online.net/alm-publications/alm-journal/ for details. 

 

We welcome your contributions to ALM27. Please contact judy.larsen@ufv.ca with any questions. 
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